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Tsarist Russia utilizes
Kaunas as a 

 strategic location

Ninth Fort is mostly
used to house

people experiencing
homelessness;

Rebuilding occurs

Hard Labor Prison
Central Branch;

Criminal and
political prisoners

held here

Used as by NKVD;
Political prisoners
sent here before
exiled to Siberia

Site of mass murder
of 45,000 - 50,000
Jewish people by

Nazis & Lithuanian
collaborators

Repression of
Lithuanians resumes;

the Ninth Fort is
used as a prison
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H I S T O R I C A L  T I M E L I N E

Most of the forts fall
to the Germans;
both sides take
heavy causalties

The Ninth Fort as a commemoration site
begins under Soviet occupation:



1958: Fort Museum founded

1976-1984: Museum complex expanded
1970: Added to the "local Significant

Architectural Monuments List"
1984: Official opening of the site to visitors



Following Lithuanian independence:



1990: Transformed to a "double memorial" to

include genocide during the "Stalinist and
the National Socialist Terror 1940 - 1990"
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